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03-Rooftop pictures 11 a.m.
06-No School-Inservice
07-Camp Manitou Gr. 5 & 6’s
08-Badminton Divisionals
08-Hot dog day-proceeds to
Ladybug foundation
09-Badminton Divisionals
09-Bookmobile
10-Bus Evacuation Gr. 5’s only
13-Fur Trade Day Gr. 4-6
14-National Denim Day
14-Bus Evacuation-all grades
15-Early Dismissal
16-Bird Bits tour
17-Volunteer & EA
Appreciation
17-Bird Bits go home
20-Victoria Day-No School
22-Bird Bits due back
23-80’s Day
28-Visual Arts show-Gr. 1-3
29-Bookmobile PICK UP ONLY

May 29-Immunizations Gr. 6 & 8

May 31-K9 Presentation 9:15 am
Daycare will join us

Looking Ahead:
June 03-Divisional Track & Field
Grades 5-8
June 04-PAC Meeting 6:30 pm
June 06-Rain date Track & Field
June 13-Six Pines Farm Gr. 1/2
June 20-Tabloid Day
June 25-Last day classes Gr. 7/8’s
June 27-Last day K-6
June 27-Celebration of
Excellence 9:30 in gym
June 28-Inservice day

Principal’s Message:

M a y

2 0 1 9

May you be happy and enjoy the dance!
May you believe that you can succeed!
May you care for yourself, and each
other!

A big thank you to those who attended
portfolio evening. The students were
ready to show case their efforts. We enjoyed
watching them share their learning experiences with you. Thank you
for taking the time to give feedback!
Congratulations to students who performed in, and helped with, our
Spring Concert. You put a lot of time and effort into the
performance. It was a nice way to end the month of April.
Staff has spent time reviewing and reflecting on our present school
plan, and considering our focus for the 2019-2020 upcoming school
year. Numeracy was our formal goal last year and we want to
continue to work on numeracy as a goal for next year with a deeper
understanding of how to move forward. We also purposefully
consider the literacy needs and well-being of our students, and plan
accordingly. We invite your input at the next PAC meeting, June 4th
@ 6:30 p.m., to help us develop our 2019-2020 school plan.
Part of school planning involves staffing and classroom set-up. We
are currently in the process of staffing the building for next year
and thinking about schedules/timetables. My goal is to have more
detailed information for the June newsletter. However, I can share
some news regarding retirements and a returning teacher. Mrs.
Tervoort and Ms. Beyko (our school librarian) have decided to retire
at the end of this school year. Mrs. Tervoort has taught at
Balmoral school for a total of 20 years and Ms. Beyko has worked
here for 13 years. We will truly miss them, but are sincerely happy
for them too! Mrs. Tervoort will have lots of time to spend with
her grandchildren and family, and I suspect she will have time to
visit us now and then. Ms. Beyko will likely be found volunteering
her time working with kittens at some local cat shelters, when she’s
not reading, or visiting family. We will also be saying good-bye to
Ms. Poirier, and we wish her all the best in her next endeavour. A
warm welcome back to Mrs. Hyde as she returns from her maternity
leave May 21st. Always lots going on at Balmoral School!
Enjoy the newsletter, and happy Mother’s Day to all you moms!
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On Thursday, April 18 students participated in an Easter Egg hunt. They searched the playground for eggs that matched their house team colour. Each egg contained a letter or if they
were extra lucky – a wild card! As a team, they opened their eggs and used the letters to
build as many words as possible. The team leader recorded the words. The green team won
after building a whopping 126 words!!

Easter Hunt
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In April the kindergarten class investigated colours. They learned all about primary colours
and how to mix them to make secondary colours. Check out their primary colours art work
in the hall! They have also spent the month learning about community helpers. The kindergartens were so lucky to have many parents come in to teach them all about their jobs.
Thank you to all the parents who came to help us learn!

Jaime Margetts teaches the class about horses.
Ryan and Allison
Georgison taught the
class about their jobs
as an engineer and a
vet.

Blair Obsniuk shows off some helicopter blades.

Jen Obsniuk tells the class about
being an accountant.
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The Grade 1/2 class has been quite a zoo….or maybe a farm? We just finished learning
about monkeys and have moved on to our next animal, New Zealand Penguins. The students
loved comparing themselves to a life size version of an Emperor Penguin. It was so much
fun to see who was shorter than, the same as, or taller than the biggest type of penguin. We
were also lucky to have both Kardyn and Macey bring their baby chicks for the class to see.
They were so adorable. The Grade 1/2 class would also like to thank Mrs. J. Margetts who
shared with us information about her horses and how to care for them. We love all
animals…I wonder what animal will visit our classroom next?
Macey

Kardyn
Two cute
chicks

Emily with Brooke
Thomas

Bryce helping out

Jackson Y.

Coral
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We have been having a busy month, as usual! We have been preparing for our Spring
Concert, “Jackfish Creek’. We had an awesome field trip, following Jackfish Creek through
our community (and ending up at The Kiln for lunch and ice cream!). We celebrated Easter
early, with some STEM activities (building challenges, like Easter baskets, and nests, with
specific materials and criteria).
We have also done lots of things to talk about kindness, including some conversations about
homelessness. Our class is also planning a hot dog sale for next month, with all profits
going to The Ladybug Foundation.

“In a world where you can be anything, be kind.”
Easter STEM:
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Jackfish Creek Adventures:
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Going Beyond the Pages – Twitter Author Interview

Katherine Arden

In October, the Grade 7 & 8 students dove into the mysterious world of Small
Spaces. A great book written by Katharine Arden. The main character Ollie, walking
home from school one day, comes upon a crazed woman at the river threatening to throw
a book into the water. Unable to accept this, Ollie steals the book away from the woman.
Ollie’s actions cause a series of events that would have drastic consequences for her and
her classmates when they attend a field trip to the mysteries Smoke Hallow farms. Full
of mystery, strange disappearances, and a smiling man, that does not appear to be human.
Ollie must make the right choices; otherwise, she and her classmates may not make it
back from this field trip.
The students participated in a read aloud book discussion, however, when they
reached the end of the book, they still had questions. Therefore, we came up with
questions that we had about this book, and then using our class Twitter account, reached
out to Katherine Arden and asked if she would be willing to respond to some of our questions. To our amazement, she said “Absolutely”. Katherine answered all of the questions,
and more.
We enjoyed having this online conversation with the author of a great book, and we
look forward to next year reading the sequel to Small Spaces, called “Deep Voices”, next
year.
We would like to thank Katherine Arden for being so gracious with her time.
Grade 7 & 8 –Mr. McLean
Question & Answer with Author Katherine Arden:
Keira:

What made you think of having the book Olly was reading to be the real book?
I like stories-within-a-story, and thought it would be a good way to make a spooky
atomosphere.
Michael:
Where did you get the idea for a scarecrow?
Scarecrows scare me, and every Halloween my town puts up scarecrows all around town, so I
get spooked when I walk home at night. So I decided to put scarecrows in my creepy book.
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Question & Answer with Author Katherine Arden continued……….
Nathan:
Why did you make Seth the smiling man he seemed pretty nice to Olly at the start of the trip?
Because for me an important writing rule is to introduce the villain near the beginning of a
story and always have it be someone you don’t expect.
Chris
Do you ever want to make another book?
Yes, there is a sequel to Small Spaces coming out in August called Dead Voices
DJ:
Where did you get the idea for this book, and why did you picked it?
I got the idea while riding a bus to Boston in the fog. I just thought it would be fun to try
to write something scary and I did.
Brendan:
Could Ollie get her mother back through the watch because the Smiling man said “You can put
them in the river, and they turn to normal.”
No
Tianne:
Did you have a bad experience with Scarecrows or corn maze’s, if so what happened.
No, but scarecrows and corn mazes both scare me.
Natalie:
What was it like writing this book?
Fun
James:
Why did you decide to end the conflict in the book the way you did?
I wanted Ollie to beat the smiling man, begin to recover from her mother’s death, and get
everyone home safely. So I did.
Brooke:
What made you think of the bus driver being a dog in the maze?
I was playing with the idea of people being one thing in the real world but a different one in
the maze.
Kate:
Grace:
Faith:

How did you come up with the ides to write this book?
I have a lot of ideas. The trick is knowing which are good and which are bad.
Why did you decide that Seth was going to be the Smiling man?
See answer above

Why did Olivia not take the Smiling man’s deal?
Because she saw what happened to Jonathan when he took the Smiling Man’s deal and realized that it could not end well.
Dylan:
What is your favorite book that you have written so far?
I don’t know, I like them all.
Alex:
Evalyna
mist.

How did you get the idea for the book?
See answer above
Why was the bus driver so creepy and why was he the big dog?
Creepy because he wasn’t human, and therefore I made him a dog in the world behind the
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Question & Answer with Author Katherine Arden continued……….
Kaitlyn
How long is the entire process of making the book take with writing, editing, and publishing?
For Small Spaces it took about a year.
Bryce
Why did you choose the bad person to be scarecrows?
Because they scare me
Matthew:
What made you want to become an author?
I like writing
Jackson:
Why did the smiling man/Seth have a great desire for the Small Spaces book (the on in the novel)?
He doesn’t want anyone to use it to get out of the world behind the mist
Quinn
Why does the bus driver sound like the Smiling man, but at the end he is not the smiley man?
Misdirection
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Portfolio Evening April 25, 2019 in the grade 1/2 classroom

Mr. & Mrs. Sookermany with
Gabriella and Braxton

Mr. & Mrs. Kirby with Lucas and his brother Eric

Once again, Balmoral School will be participating in the
annual Bird BITS Challenge. This is where we record
all of the different birds that we see during the May
long weekend (booklets will be sent home before the
long weekend) and are to be returned on May 22nd
along with a tally of approximately how many of each
kind.
Transportation for Grade 8’s
Going to High School
Next Year

Once the booklets are returned, Balmoral School will
total all of the birds recorded and send our numbers
into the Green Schools program, to be included with
schools from all across Canada.
We appreciate everyone’s support with this!

Any students from grade
8 that are attending High
School next year and do
not currently take the bus
but will require
transportation next year,
please notify our
Transportation
Department Admin.
Assistant, Meechelle Best
at 204-467-8730 or email
mbest@isd21.mb.ca

Enjoy the birds!

Kindergarten Orientation Evening
For Kindergarten students coming
to Balmoral School in the fall.
When: TBA
Where: Kindergarten
classroom
More information to follow
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Félicitations/Congratulations to Sage who participated in Concours d’art
oratoire (French public speaking contest). She prepared a speech ‘Si je
gagnais a la loterie” (If I won the lottery). Bon travail/Great work! Sage
will be heading to provincials at the Université de St. Boniface on
May 4th. Bravo Sage!

On Wednesday, May 8 the student
council will be selling hot dogs for
$2.00 each.
Pre order forms have gone home. All
proceeds from this sale will go to the
Lady Bug Foundation.

Jayme
On Thursday, May 23rd, students
are invited to “chill” at Balmoral
School, by dressing for the 80’s! It
will be “totally tubular”! Be there
or be square!

Matthew
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April 29th was a great night! We are very proud of our Gr. 6-8 Band that performed a few
songs from their repertoire, along with the Gr. 4-8 Choir that selected two songs to go
along with our Earth theme. The students from Kindergarten to Grade 6 were amazing in
“Jackfish Creek”, working hard to act and sing for their audience.
Thank you to all of the parents, family and friends that came out to this year’s Spring
Concert! Also, thank you to the Gr. 7 & 8 helpers that videotaped the performance, supervised students, and acted as stage managers. A special thanks to those students who took
on acting and speaking parts, giving up some of their free time to rehearse. It was a lot of
fun!

